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Introduction

This document is intended as a general guide on all matters relating to burial and cremation. Membership of The Scheme is managed by the Jewish Joint Burial Society (JJBS), of which this synagogue is a member and on which it is represented.
Synagogue members can transfer to another synagogue within the JJBS Scheme with no loss of rights.

If you leave the synagogue and do not join another JJBS affiliated synagogue you will lose all of your contributions.  If you join another JJBS affiliated synagogue the contributions and membership are automatically transferred.  Past payments cannot be refunded if you leave the Scheme.
If there is a break in your membership of a JJBS synagogue loss of rights will be incurred if you are over 50.

The Scheme 

The Scheme gives you the right to a burial at the Western Cemetery in Bulls Cross Ride, Cheshunt, or a cremation.  Alternatively you can be buried at a cemetery of your choice with a contribution up to a value of £2000.00 as at 2011 payable by the JJBS (less any overage contribution is explained on page 3). Should the funeral cost less than £2000.00 the lesser figure is paid as benefit.
Arrangements

All funeral arrangements are the responsibility of this synagogue in conjunction with the JJBS.  The synagogue is to be notified when a death occurs and then the rabbi, synagogue and the JJBS make all of the arrangements.  It is not possible to commence the arrangements for a funeral until the JJBS office is open, therefore calls out of hours should be restricted to cases where urgent removal is required e.g. from a private residence, nursing home or a residential home that does not have holding facilities.
Office Hours

The JJBS is open between 9.00 am and 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and to 2.00 pm on Friday and 12.00 noon on Sunday.  The JJBS, the cemetery and the synagogue offices are closed during Shabbat and the festivals.  When the office is closed there is an answer phone at the JJBS office on 020 8989 5252.
Eligibility

Rights of burial or cremation commence once you join an affiliated synagogue but during that period the cost will be charged in full, after the first 6 months has elapsed full rights are granted with limitations listed in this document.

Rights apply to each adult Full Member of the synagogue (Jewish) and their children (Jewish mother) under the age of 21 years.  After a child reaches 21 years they must join in their own right to be covered for burial or cremation.

Fee

The current fee payable to the JJBS is included in your membership fees and in the year 2011 will be £42 per annum but will be subject to change in later years.

Funeral Charges
All accounts are sent by the JJBS office to synagogues within 30 days of a funeral and payment must be made by the synagogue within the following 30 days
Allowable items

The cost of the undertakers, bearers, crematorium fees, unlined unvarnished plain coffin with rope handles, shrouds, taharah, cemetery costs, grave space costs, transportation costs, nameplate and kerb surrounds, cemetery papers.  The synagogue will  provide a minister in order to conduct the Service as well as members or the rabbi to conduct shiva prayers.  
Not Allowable

Long distance removal costs in the UK or abroad, extra hearse journeys, drive-byes, extra items relating to the coffin, limousines or cars and any other item notified to the family by the JJBS prior to the funeral or cremation.  Also any costs relating to the placing of a tombstone.

If burial of ashes is required an additional charge equal to the cost of a funeral will be charged.  The JJBS cover only allows for either the cost of a cremation or a funeral not both. 

Reservations

The family can reserve plots at the time of a burial for other family members or a friend.  There will be a charge for this.  You cannot pick a spot in the cemetery, only a space next to a deceased relative or friend.  
Overage Scale reason for over age payments:

Within your membership subscription you are paying fees to the JJBS firstly to provide and maintain the cemetery at Cheshunt and secondly to cover the actual cost of the funeral and the plot. These fees are the same regardless of the age of the member when joining the synagogue.  In order to help equalise the contribution record, it is necessary to impose additional charges for persons who join later in life (over 50 years old). This is done by imposing an overage charge which helps equalises the costs for all members of the scheme.  The charge is based on a percentage of the cost of a funeral at a given moment in time.  In 2011 this cost was set at £2000.00.  The overage charge will be a percentage of this sum on a sliding scale.  See the chart below.
Members transferring from a JJBS member synagogue and overage (50) 

To ensure that your rights to the situation that applied when you first joined a member synagogue the appropriate section on the overage form should be completed.  By confirming the details of your age, initial synagogue joined and that your membership has been continuous will enable the Sexton at the JJBS to base the over age charges (if any) on this information.

Overage Form for members joining over 50
Both the name and address of the member are required for unambiguous identity confirmation.

Repetition of the names and age of all persons over age 50 will enable the Synagogue Administrator correctly to apply the charge since this is dependent on the age of the individual on joining.

	Age on joining
	Surcharge %
	Surcharge Level as a guide in 2011 is 2100

	 50‑55
	10%
	£210.00

	 56‑60
	25%
	£525.00

	 61‑65
	40%
	£840.00

	 66‑70
	55%
	£1,155.00

	 71‑75
	70%
	£1,470.00

	 76‑80
	85%
	£1,785.00

	       81 and over 
	100%
	£2,100.00


Synagogues Burial Fund 
This item is not part of the Synagogues agreement with JJBS and is at each affiliated synagogues discretion.               
Some synagogues encourage its members to deposit the overage charge into their Synagogue Burial Fund as soon as possible after joining.  This not only helps to keep the cost from rising but makes it easier for your dependents at the time of death.  It also makes it easier for the synagogue to settle the debt, which is to the JJBS, without asking the deceased’s dependants at a difficult time.

Gratuities

These are always dealt with by the JJBS, and the staff at the cemetery are not allowed to request or to receive gratuities.

Tombstones

The setting of a tombstone is the responsibility of the family of the deceased, all arrangements are to be made in conjunction with the deceased’s Synagogue, Rabbi and JJBS office. A list of licensed stone masons is available from the Sexton’s office. Once the tombstone has been laid it is the responsibility of the family to ensure that it is kept clean and in good order. The maintenance of the cemetery does not cover, maintenance, repair, vandalism or re setting of tombstones. All funeral accounts must be paid before the JJBS will authorize the setting of a tombstone.
Elstree and Borehamwood Masorti Community 
Agreement to the scale of Over Age Payments as laid down by the Jewish Joint Burial Society

Name 


    











Address  


















        

        am/are joining on



date)

I/We agree with EBMC Synagogue that on the funeral of a signatory to this form (any person over 50) a surcharge corresponding to the percentage current at the date of death will be made.      
	Age on joining
	Surcharge %
	Surcharge Level as a guide in 2011 is 2100

	 50‑55
	10%
	£210.00

	 56‑60
	25%
	£525.00

	 61‑65
	40%
	£840.00

	 66‑70
	55%
	£1,155.00

	 71‑75
	70%
	£1,470.00

	 76‑80
	85%
	£1,785.00

	       81 and over 
	100%
	£2,100.00


The surcharge is fixed annually by the Governors of the Society and any changes will be notified to you by the synagogue. 

This agreement binds me/us and my/our personal representatives in case of my/our death(s)
PLEASE NOTE

If a member dies during the first 6 months of membership a charge currently of £2000.00 will be made for a funeral.
All persons (i.e. member and spouse) over the age of 50 included within this membership application confirmed their agreement to these conditions by signing below: 

NAME 
_______________________     Age_____ Date of Birth_____________Signed_____________________
NAME  __________________________   Age_____ Date of Birth _____________Signed______________________
Spouse under the age of 50 included in this membership application: 

NAME  _______________________________Age  ______Date of Birth_______________________

Children of members under the age of 21 are included in this membership and their names, addresses and dates of birth must be given to the Honorary Secretary

Members transferring from another JJBS Synagogue: (delete as required)
I confirm that I joined                                   Synagogue on                                      (date) when aged _____                     
Signed: _______________________________Names______________________________________
I confirm that I joined                                   Synagogue on                                      (date) when aged _____                     
Signed: _______________________________Names______________________________________

and have been a member of a JJBS Synagogue continuously since then. I require that my over age surcharge (if any) be based on this information. 
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